Who Ya Gonna C(S)ite?  Ghostbusters and the Environmental Regulation Debate by Corcos, Christine Alice
Florida State University Journal of Land Use and
Environmental Law
Volume 13
Number 1 Fall 1997 Article 6
April 2018
"Who Ya Gonna C(S)ite?" Ghostbusters and the
Environmental Regulation Debate
Christine Alice Corcos
Louisiana State University Law Center
Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.law.fsu.edu/jluel
Part of the Environmental Law Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by Scholarship Repository. It has been accepted for inclusion in Florida State University Journal
of Land Use and Environmental Law by an authorized editor of Scholarship Repository. For more information, please contact bkaplan@law.fsu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Corcos, Christine Alice (2018) ""Who Ya Gonna C(S)ite?" Ghostbusters and the Environmental Regulation Debate," Florida State
University Journal of Land Use and Environmental Law: Vol. 13 : No. 1 , Article 6.
Available at: https://ir.law.fsu.edu/jluel/vol13/iss1/6
"Who Ya Gonna C(S)ite?" Ghostbusters and the Environmental
Regulation Debate
Cover Page Footnote
This Essay grew out of the introductory lecture and discussion of clips from Ghostbusters in an experimental
course which I co-taught with Professors Melvyn R. Durchslag, Andrew P. Morriss, and Wendy E. Wagner at
CWRU Law School in 1994 and 1995. See Christine A. Corcos et al., Teaching a Megacourse: Adventures in
Environmental Policy, Co-Teaching, and Group Grading, 47 J. LEGAL EDUC. 224 (1997). The term
megacourse was created by the bemused and desperate Associate Dean, Wilbur C. Leatherberry, who tired of
repeating the course's official title, Selected Problems in Environmental Law and Policy, along with four
faculty names on every CWRU Law School curricular document. He eventually abbreviated the course title to
"Mega" and the names to "Faculty." I wish to thank Dr. Morriss and Professor Wagner, kindred spirits, for
many stimulating discussions about the importance of environmental law, law and film, slimers, etc. I am
particularly indebted to Professor Wagner for her valuable comments on the symbolism of Ghostbusters and
for the value-added pun in the title of this Essay. Professor Jay Bybee of LSU kindly provided guidance in the
Chevron area, Professor John Devlin, also of LSU, made useful suggestions about pedagogy, symbolism, and
the nature of evil over muffalattas and beer, and Professor Kenneth Muchison of LSU read the manuscript
with great attention and contributed valuable criticisms. Professor Thomas C. Galligan gave questions about
potential application of the Federal Tort Claims Act much more consideration than they deserve. Professor
Jonathan Entin, of CWRU, commented wisely on a film he still has not seen. Thanks are also due to Cheryl
Cheatham, CWRU Law Library, for her thoughtful comments on an early draft of this Article, and to Alison
Colwell, CWRU Law School Class of 1996) and Jill Kuswa, LSU Law Center Class of 1998, for superb
research assistance.
This article is available in Florida State University Journal of Land Use and Environmental Law: https://ir.law.fsu.edu/jluel/vol13/
iss1/6






   
   
  
        
     
  
         
  
    
  
        
      
    
  
       
           
        
     
      
     
    
      
        
   
     
            
  
         
             
            
               
             
             
             
            
            
                
           
             
             
               
 
            
             
            
             
       
    
                 
               
                
 
     
    
 
 
     




   
    
    
  
 
   
   
  
 

























      
  
  





























     




       
  
 
   
 




      
  
   
    
   
     
   
  
  
    
   
   
     
 
   
   
 




    
    
 
   
 
   
 
  
     
   
 
 
        
   
     
   
  
     
    
 
      
   
   
      
   
      
   
      
 
  
    
   
   




   
  
  
    
  
   
   
     









    
   
   
     
   
 
  
    




   
    
   
  
    
  
   
   
 
    
  
   




   
    
    
   
 
   
  
    
   
 
    
   
  
   
    
   
   
     
   
  
















   
   
 






   










































   
 




















    
 
   
 
   
 
   
  
 
   










     
   
  
    
  
   
   
  




   
   
  




   
  
     
    
 
 
    
 
   
  
 
    
  
   
   
  
 
    
  
    
 
  
   
  
   
 
   
  
  
   




     
  
    
  
   
  
   
   
     
  
  
   
  
 
   
     





   
    
      
 
       
 
     
  
      
  
    
   
  







   
   
  
    
  
   
 
  
   
   
   
   
   
   
  
   
  

















   
   
 
   
 
   
    
   
  
   
 
  
   
  
  




    
   
    
 





   
  
   
  
 
   
 






   
    
  
   
   
  

























    
  
   
  
  
       
     
    
 
   
      
    
     
   
    
 
    
      
   





     
   
  
    
 
    
   
    
    
   
   
        
    
    




     
   
 
   




        
   
  
   
    










    
   




   
    
 




    
  
 
   
    
     
  
       
     
        
     
  
     
   
   
  
 
      
    
   
   
  
  
    
 
    
         
   
   
   
  
    
   
 
       
   
  
     
    
     
  
  
    
   
 
 
      
     
   
  
   
     
 
   
       
   
 
      
  
        
    
 
 
   
    
 
   
    
   
    





   
    
   
 
  
    
   
  
   
   
    
   
 
   
     
    
   
   




   
     
  
 
   
   
     
   
   
   
   
   
  
   
  
   
    
   
  
  
   
    
    
  
   
    
     
   
   
      
           
  
         
     
    
 
 
      
 




         
     
   





    
  
  
   
  
 
    
 












   












    
   




   
     
    
 
   
  
      
 
       
   
   
  
    
  
   
 
      
    
    
 
       
    
 
  
   
   
    
     
  
        
   
   
         
      
  
   
    
    
    
  
       
     
    
     
   
      
    
  
 
    
   




      
        
 
   
  
    
  
  
   
 
     
   
 
  
    
  
   
 
   
   






   




     
    
    
     
  
   
    
   
   
    
   
 
   
   
   
     
  
  
    
 
     
  
  
   
   





   
   
   
   
 
    
  
  
      
  
    
 
 
     
   
 
         
   
    
     
     
      
     
      
   
 
 
   
     
  
     
 
  
      
 
     
    
 
   
 
 
    
 
  
    
 
   
    
     
   
 
        
  
 
      
     
      
  
 
    
    
     
   
    
     
    
  
  
         
      
        
            
     
        
 
   
     
    
   
 
        
    
     
     
     
      
      
   
      
      
     
        
 
       
       
 
     
       
     
        
 
 
         
      
 
         
   
     
        
       
          
  
 
        






   




    
   
  
 
    
































   
 
   



















     
   
  








    
 
  
    
   
    
   
  
     
  
   
    
   
   
    




    
      
  
    
   
  
 
     
      
    
 
   
    
   
       
     
   
    
    
        
    
   
 
      
   
     
   
  
      
   
  
     
      
  
 
   
 
   








   
  
   
   
  
    
   
  
 
    
     
 
   
   
 
   
  




   
   








   
    
     
   
    
   
    
 
 
    
  
  
   
 
 
   
  
    
   
 
   
   
 
   
  
    
   
  







       









          
 
   
 




       
  
 
    
         




        
   
   
      
    
 
 







      










        
       
       
   
           
   
   
   
              
 
 
              
               
      
       
             
    
          
    
        
      
     
          
  
                
         
     
 
          
  
             
 
    
          
    
        
     
   
         
  
   
      
       
      
            
 
           
    
    
        
 
 
       
   
 
               
      
        
          
      
    
      
     
   
       




   
   
    
  
   
 
    
   
  
           
   
    
   
   
     
      
  
 
    
  
  
     
 
    
  
   
 
  
   
  
 







   
 






















    




   
  
    
  







    
  
  












   
      
    
   
    
   
  
  
    
    
  
   
     
    
   
  
    
   
   
   









    





    
 
   
 
 
   
  
  




   
  
    










   
    




   
    
  
   
  







   





   
    
      
 
   
  
   
     
   
 
 
     
  
     
 
   
   







   
       
  
   
  
 
     
   
   
 
   
 
  
   
 
   
        
   
   
   
 
   
    
   
  








    
   
  
      
    
 
  
    
 
 
   
  












      
      
   
       
    
  
 
       
  
   
    
    
   
     
      
   
       
    
   
    
          
 
 
      
    
   
 
   
     
   
    
     
    
     
     
    
  
   
      
     
     
     
      
      
  
        
       
    
     
      
       
     
     
  
 
    
   
   
 
    
    
   
   
    
   
  
   
      
 
 
   
     
  
 
    
    
  
   
 
     
     
    
   
       
     
 
   
   
      
 
   
     
     
  
 
      
     
    
   
     
      
  
    
      










   

























   
  
   
 
  
   
 
   












   





















   
  
 
























     






   





























    
  
   
    
   
 
   
 
  
    















   
 












   
   
   










    
   
   
 
     
 
   




   
    
 
         
  
     
 
         
 
 
       
 
        
      
   
      
     
 
       
     
      
     
 
  





          
        
      
   
 
 




      
    
 
           
    
 
        
             
           
             
             
      
     
              
             
            
            
  
        
            
             
              
             
            
    
               
  
    
        
                
  
             
                
            
               
   
     
    
       
  
         
            
  
      
        
          
      
   
         
    
 
     
           
      
   
      
         
           
     
    
      













   
 
   
        
       
  
       
   
     
              
              
 
           
             
      
       
              
            
 
    
          
        
     
    
          
       
        
       
 
              
  
 
              
  
                
 
              
         
   
          
  
  
          
     
          
       
     
  
  
    
     
 
    
        
  
   
   
    
 
   










      
    
   
      
   
  
  
     
 
     
   
  
 
     
    
  
        
  
     
 
        
  
    
      
      
   
    
      
  
      
      
     
    
           
 
 
      
  
    









    
    
 
        
  
       
 
  
         
  
    
    
     
    
  
    
    
  
  
    
     
      
      
   
    
     
  
 
     
    
 
     
     
  
     






    









     







    





   
    
   
   
 






    
    
     
  
  




   
  
 




   
  
   
      
 
   
   
   
  
   
   
  
  
     
   
 
   
   
















   
  
     
 
   
 


















     
  
 
      
   
 
  
      
   
 
   
     
   





   







   




   
   
    
   
  
    
  
   
  
  
    
  
   
 
 
   
   
 




   












     
    
   
  
   
    
       
    
 
  
      
 
     
     
 
 
      
 
   
 
  
   
  
   
 
    
 
  
   
    
 
        
  
   
   




      
     
    
  
 
    
  
   
   









   




    
  
   
 
     
   




      
   
 
   
      
   
   
    
    
 
  
     
     
 
  
     
     
  
     
     
   
    
 
   
      
  
    
 
    
     
     
 
 
   
       
 
    
    
   
  
     
   
 
  
     
   
  




        
     
     
   
    
 
            
 
   
     
 
     
 
     
    
 
     














     
   
 
         




     








   
    
   




   
  
     
   
    
  
      
   
  
    









   
      
  
    
   
 
       
   
   
   
   
 
     
  
  
        





   
   
    
   
  
     
   
 
    
   
     




    
 
  
    
   
  
   
  
    
   
 
   




    
   
      
 
 
   
  
   
  
 
   
    
    
    
   
  
 
     
  
 
   
  
  
    
   
   
 
   
 
   
   




   
   
 
   
   
  
   
 














    
  
   
 
   




     
  
    
 









   
  





   
 
  
   
    
  
























   






    
 
  










    
 
















    
 














    
  





    
 
 












   
   
  
   
  
  
   
  
 













   
  
   




   
   
 
   
  






   
   
 















     
 
 









   



















   
  
   
    
  
  
   



















   
    
   
 
  















   
  
  
   
  
















     
   
 
  
      
 
   
 
     
    
  
   
  
   
  
 
    
     
  
       
    
   
  
          
 
   
   
   
    
    
        
  
 
   
  
    
     
 
 
    
    
    
    
  
  
    
    
    
   
    
    
  
    
  
     
 
    
    
     
 
   
   
    
  
   
     
  
   
  
  
    
     
   
   
    
    
   
   
 
    
    
 
     
         
   
  
    
      
      
         
         
        
          
     
 
   
        
          
            
   
 
     
     
         




    
          
        
       
 
 
           
         
       
               
               
    
              
                 












              
        
        
   
 
    
 
              
              
    
         
    
          
             
             
             
         
      
         
     
             










   
 

















   
   
 
















   
    
   
 














































    
 
   




































































   
 



























   
 
   
  
  
   
 
  
   
  
  
   
 
 
   






   
  






















   
  
   










     
 
 
   
  
   
 
    
 










     







































































   
 
  









    







   






















   
  
  





   
 





   




    











    
 
   



































































































































































































































































    
 
   
 






































































































































    
   
   
 
   
  
  
   
 












   
  














































































































































    
  






   
   
  




































































































































        
   
 
   




        
  
     
    
  
     
 







   
      
     
    




   
 
      
    
    
 
   





















      
  
 
     
    
  
   
        
   
  
   
 
     
  
   







      
    
  
     
       
   
        
 
      
    
  
        
 
  
     
   
   
    
    
  
  
    
   
 
    
   
   
   
   
    
 
    
    
  
      
   
   
   
    
    
  
 
   
   
     
 
     
   
   
 
   
  
      
   
     
 
  
   
    
   
 
     
     
    
  
    




    
  
   
   
  
   
    
  
  
   
   
 
  
   
  
    
   
  
 










   
     
























































   



















   







   
 











































    
 
   
   
   
 
 
   
 
   
 

















    
 




















   
  
 
    
       
    
  
    
 
    
  
   
          
         
 




      
         
   
   
         
       
 
    
  
 
         
    
   
         
      
        
          
     
    
         
             
           
         
        
    
 
     
           
  
 
        
       
  
  
    
            
             
  
   
     
             
        
       
              
            
  
 
     



















    
 
    
 
   
   
 
     
  
    
 
  
   




    
 
   





































   
  
















































































   
  




























































































   
 
 


































   
       
      
    
      




   
      
 
   
     
     
      
        
      
    
   
      
    
    
   




       
      
   
    
      
   
     
  
 
    
 
    
  
    





       
  
      
    
   
   
      
  
  
    
      
       
  
    
     
 
  
      
 
   
      
   
 
     
    
 
   
  
     
     
     
      
     
       
    
      
       
 
    
          
  
 
        
      
     
      
  
     
         
   
     
  
  
   
      
    
 
     
    
  
   
        
  
   
   
 
     
        
        
         
        
 
         
   
   
       
 
         
       
 
   
  
        
 
    




   
      
    
 
     
    
           
         
     
  
     
  
 
       
  
   
        
  
    
  
 
       
     
    
     
       
         
    
     
   
     
       
      
   
       
   
   
     
        
 
       
      
  
       
     
 
      
    
 
 
             
 
   
       
    
  
     
     
      
    
    
  
            
     
      
    










            
           
            




   
 
        
  
     
    
        
     
 
      
    
   




   
 
 
      
          
         
         





        
 
   
       
  
        
 
         
  
         
  
       
         
          
        
        
      
       
            
  
         
  
     
         
            
     
   
      
  
     
 
 
     
 
     
   
  
  




   
 
 














   
   
    
 
  
   
  
   
 
    
 
    
 
  
   
 













   
  
 
    




   
    
  
 
   
    
  
   
  





   






    
 
 


























   
 












    
 
 






   
 
   
 




   
 
  








     
 
 
   
  
   




   
   
   
  
   
 
    
   
  
     
   
 
   
   
  
   











   
  
   
    
 
   
   
   
   
   
  
 
    
   
 
   
 
  
   
   
   
 
  






   
   
    
  
  
    
 
   
       
    
    
  
     
  
 
     
   
   
   





























    
 











   
  













    
 
 





























   




        
     
 
     
    
  
  
    
   
 
  














    
 
    
 
   












     
  
   
 








   













   
  
 
    
    
   
    
 
 
     
 
 
     
 
  
   
   
  
 
   
 
 
   
   










   
 
 
   
    
 
  
    
  
 
    


















   































   
  
  














    
   
 
 
   
















    
    
  
   
 
   
   
    












   
    
  
    
     
    
 
    
  
 








    
  





   
  





   
   
  
   
  
    
  




















   
  
  
   
  
   
  
   
 
   
   
  





    
  
   
   
    
 
   
  
  
   


















   
 
















   
  
  











   













     







      
   
      
  
   
  
 







       
   








       
   
       
  
         
 
        
  
       
        
  
          
 
 
           
        
     
      
  
     
      
      
      
      
  
          
 
 
     
    
        
        
    
   
       
   
     
   
             
    
 
     




          
          
        
    
     
 
        
 
         
         
 
        
   
      
 
         
 
   
        
    
       
      
    
  
 
      
    
      
    
    
   
   
       
           
  
        
          
    
     
          
       
 
      
            
           
 
         
      
  
     
     
         
     
         
    
      
      
     
      
  
           
 
            
  
         
   
            
     
  
       
  
        
    
      
  
       
        
          
  
           
     
 
        
      
   
           
 
         
         
        
  
         
  
    
     
 
         
   
     
  
   
    
    
   
   
       
  
         
  
 
   
   
 
            
   
      
 
    
   
 
    
      
    
      
      
   
     
    
          
 
    
   
       
   
           
 
    
     
     
     
 
  
    
    
      
     
   
      
       
  
   
         
     
  
      
     
      
      
 
     
 
         
         
 
  
     
    
          
          
        
     
     
     
 
 
        
 
          
 
      
    
 
 
     
    
      
   
   
        
    
     
   
        
 
        
 
     
    
    
    
  
     
        
        
 
      
    
    
     
     
     
   
        
  
        
   
    
    
  
  
      
 
      
 
       
 
 
     
     
   
     
     
     
     
         
     
 
      
         
    
     
     
     
    
      
 
      
      
 
      
       
   
  
      
     
        
      
  
   
     
      
  
       
      
  
    
        
   
 
       
    
    
  
 
   
  
  









   




       
    
     
     
     
     
     




     
 
   
   
   
 
  




     
  




    
   
  
    
 
   
 
 
   
    
     
    
    
  
 
       
  
   
       
 
   
   




     
  
    
    
   
  
   
  
    
 
      
    
 
     
   
 
     
 
   
    
 
  






    
   
     
    
    
  
    
     
    
    
   
 
  
      
   
  
  
     
    
  
  
     
   
 
    
       
    
    
    
  
 
















    
    
 















    
  
 



















































































































   
   
  
   








































































































































     
 
  
      
   
       
 
 
    
    
           
           
         
       
       
       









    
      
  
     
         
   
            
        
     
               
             
             
 
    
             
   
          
         
     
      
   
             
  
            
             
 
       
          
            
          
 
             
 
               
            
           
  
            
  
          
  
              
 
           
 
         
      
     
         
            
              
   
   
       
              
         
      
   




              
 
      
         
        
         
 
     
    





    
 
   
       
   
    
    
 
  




   
       





    
  
 
    















   
   
   
 






































    











    
 
   
  
 





     
 
  
 
  
 
  
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
